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The Dewberry Farm in Houston would be an ideal place for my fourth-grade students to visit and have fun while at the same time learning math. I would like them to specifically visit the animal barnyard to carry out a statistical exercise of counting and recording.
I would first divide my students into groups of four. Each group would have two boys and two girls. Each group would have a pencil, an eraser, and a note book with a blank table to fill in the types of animals found on the farm and the number. A pair of a boy and a girl would have the task of counting while the other two would be recording in the tables. The students would take turns in the various animal barnyards as I expect all groups to have data for all the animals on the farm. The animals to be counted are pigs, goats, and cows.

After they complete the counting exercise, I expect each group to find a safe corner, sit down, and construct dot plots of their data. After they are through with the construction, we would all sit under the same shade and compare our data and dot maps to see if we captured the same information. I would then ask the students to give me the importance of keeping records about livestock to a farmer. Afterward, the students in their respective groups would be free to visit the rest of the farm and have fun.

Should the farm trip become impossible, I would look for a short and precise clip on the same topic for the students to watch in the classroom. A projector would be ideal for playing this clip at the front of the class, as everyone would see. I would divide the students into groups as earlier and sit them in their respective working benches. I would assign them the same tasks as on the farm. Only this time, there would be no turn-taking in the counting as every learner has access to the virtual farm at the same time. Each learner would also have their notebooks to fill in, too, as I would expect to see everyone's work. I would first have briefed my learners on the clip and wanted them to imagine that they own such a farm. In the end, we would then compare our data and dot plots and discuss the importance of keeping such records to the farmer.
Should the field trip be possible, I would have sitting with my learners and discuss it. I would let the students form the groups and choose their leaders. This would be important in managing issues that might arise while in the field. I would also want them to share the roles we would discuss and put the names down to save time on the farm. In each group formed, I would require a pair of learners to stick together at all times during the trip.

